on board the Abraham's Sacrifice seems to suggest that the Dutch allowed Captain Antonio to hire prisoners. 2 It seems unlikely that all of them escaped and found their way separately to the Genoese ship, which was furthermore mainly manned by Dutch sailors who must have known that the Englishmen were former prisoners of war. Nationality came to the fore when an English man-of-war was sighted. Captain Antonio ordered his crew to prepare for a fight. One of the Englishmen, Joseph Bluett, "told him that he was not willing to fight against his own nation." Antonio answered that he would not resist a ship of the English king, but that he would fight a privateer. Bluett insisted that he thought fighting an English privateer just as wrong as fighting a ship of the king, as privateers had a commission from the king. The captain then threatened to cut Bluett down with his cutlass if he would not fight. In the end, Antonio did not have to resort to drastic measures. He did not put up a fight and the Abraham's Sacrifice was taken as a prize.
The incident off Galway in 1667 points to a number of aspects of the early modern European maritime labour market. Crews were not necessarily recruited from one nationality, nor of the same nationality as the owners of the ship or the captain. In some cases a majority of the crew did not share the ship's nationality.
3 Both national and international recruitment and migration patterns among sailors emerged in 2 If they did so, the Dutch authorities avoided the costs involved in feeding, housing and guarding the prisoners, while the prisoners were still not able to serve on board British men-of-war before the end of the hostilities. Prisoners themselves would surely have preferred working, especially as pay was good while the war lasted, over being kept in prison, especially at a time when money spent on feeding prisoners had to compete with war expenses. The other side certainly did employ prisoner-of-war sailors, even in its own merchant fleet. On 11 January, 1666, Charles II had ordered that no English ship was to leave port without at least a fifth of its crew consisting of Dutch prisoners of war. Already in the previous summer the king had shown concern about Dutch prisoners escaping and so insisted on a system of documentation of any prisoners serving in the English merchant marine. CSPD 1664-1665, 469; 1665-1666, 198 , quoted in Kerling, 'Nederlandse krijgsgevangenen in Engeland,' 5-13, 16, 51. We are grateful to Jaap Bruijn for this reference. TNA, SP 44, Entry Book 17, 164. We are also grateful to Andrew Little for his comments on this issue. By the time the Abraham's Sacrifice left port, the Dutch fleets would have been manned and recruitment problems on the Dutch side would have been manageable. We owe this observation to Andrew Little.
